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Pastoral Thoughts              
by Fr. Jim Doukas
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Now that we have already 
entered the Christmas Advent 
Period and approaching 
Christmas, it brought to mind 
a very interesting incident

that happened to me on Christmas Day as a
newly ordained Priest in Astoria, New York.

Before having my Christmas Day meal, I
needed to buy some milk from the local deli. As
I was returning to our apartment, a gentleman
stopped me on the sidewalk and said, “Pater,
Merry Christmas” in Greek. I recall seeing this
man before but never had an occasion to strike
up a conversation with him.

As I responded by saying Merry Christmas, he
said “What Christmas?”

I asked, “What do you mean?” He proceeded in
telling me that he attended Church Service the
night before and he had just finished eating his
Christmas Day Meal. He seemed very upset.
He told me that after the meal, his wife and
daughter left to go shopping and his son went to
the movie theater, leaving him at home alone.

He felt that he didn’t want to be home by
himself on Christmas Day since no one was
home, so he decided to just walk around the
neighborhood. I can still recall his words: “Is
there no holiness anymore on Christmas Day?”
I knew exactly what this man was talking about!

There’s nothing wrong in knowing how many
more days of shopping are left before
Christmas. Nor how many people will be
receiving our cards or gifts, as well as dates to
remember about gatherings of family and
friends, and the menu for Christmas Dinner.

What is wrong is when we forget to allow
Christmas Day to remain Holy. May our Lord
Bless you and your family throughout this
Christmas Season and grant you much health
and happiness as well as PEACE and
HOLINESS.

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

BISHOP SAVAS OF TROAS ELECTED 

METROPOLITAN OF PITTSBURGH

The Holy and Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate of Constantinople has elected His
Grace Bishop Savas of Troas as the Metropolitan of
Pittsburgh to succeed Metropolitan Maximos, who
retired on September 1, 2011.

The newly-elected Metropolitan Savas is a native of
Gary, Indiana, the second of six children of Skevos and Stamatia
(Georgiades) Zembillas of Kalymnian and Cypriot ancestry.He is a 1975
graduate of Andrean High School in Gary,IN. Colby College, Waterville,
Maine (1979, BA in Philosophy and English Literature) and Holy Cross
Greek Orthodox School of Theology in Brookline, Massachusetts (1984,
M.Div. with highest honors). He served as the pastoral assistant in
Cincinnati, Ohio from 1985-87. Resuming his academic studies at Oxford
University, England, from 1987-1994, under the supervision of then-
Bishop Kallistos (Ware), he researched early Byzantine monasticism.

He was ordained to the Holy Diaconate on November 21, 1992, and on
January 8, 1995, to the Holy Priesthood, on both occasions bythe then -
Bishop Iakovos of Chicago, at his home parish of Sts. Constantine and
Helen Cathedral in Merrillville, Indiana. During the two-year interim
between ordinations, he served as Deacon to Bishop Kallistos of Diokleia.
Upon his return to the United States, in September 1995, he was appointed
as Proistamenos of the Greek Orthodox Church of the Annunciation in
Kalamazoo, Michigan. He was elevated to the rank of Archimandrite on
November 12, 1996, by the then-Bishop Maximos of Pittsburgh. In
September 1997, His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon of America assigned
Archimandrite Savas to the Greek Orthodox Church of St. Demetrios in
Merrick (Long Island), NY.

In December 1999, the newly-enthroned Archbishop Demetrios of
America, appointed his former student Savas as Chancellor of the
Archdiocese, a position he held for ten years. On December 11, 2001, he
was elected an Auxiliary Bishop to Archbishop Demetrios by the Holy
Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, and given the title “Bishop of
Troas.” Bishop Savas served as the Chancellor of the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America until 2009, when he was named Director of the
Archdiocesan Office of Church, Society and Culture.

On Thursday, Dec. 8, 4 p.m., His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios of
America will preside at the enthronement of Metropolitan Savas of
Pittsburgh at St. Nicholas Cathedral, 419 South Dithridge Street,
Pittsburgh, Penn., followed by a reception. (see p. 14 for reservation form.)

The entire Enthronement ceremony will be broadcast Live on the Internet
Thursday, Dec. 8, beginning at 3:30 p.m. (EST) and a link willbe
available that day on the Archdiocese home page:www.goarch.org

Those who cannot travel to Pittsburgh or don’t have a computer, are
invited to the St. Demetrios Cultural Hall to view the Enthronement
on the big screen during the above broadcast. Coffee will be provided.
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Aesthetics:……………………Elaine Spooner…440-331-7656

Bible Study:……………Evangeline Richards…216-221-3003

Bookstore:…..………….Pres. Goldie Doukas…440-899-3257

Choir Director :……….……...Bill Matzorkis… 216-496-4230   

Youth Choir…………….…..Diane Matzorkis…440-463-3068
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For Pan-Orthodox events in the greater Cleveland area: 
www.orthodoxcleveland.us

Did you know that the church phone system has a Prayer Line? 

Anytime, day or night, that you may need a prayer, call 440-
331-2246 ext.7 and you will hear a seasonal prayer. 
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Election Follow-up

The Election Committee determined last month that the scheduled
Election for Parish Council seats was unnecessary, as exactly six
petitions were received to fill the six vacant positions on Parish
Council.

The candidates, who are as follows: Cynthia Bountogianis, Angelo
Coutris, Ted Loizos, Steve Steffas, Anthony Trakas and Ageleke
Zapis, have been deemed eligible and completed the required
seminar.

Pending approval from Metropolitan Savas of Pittsburgh, the
swearing-in of the 2012 Parish Council has been tentatively
scheduled for Sun., Jan. 8, 2012.

2012 Stewardship Packets

Next year’s calendars (wall calendars and pocket-size), along with
the 2012 Daily Bible Readings and the 2012 Pledge forms will be
available for pick up in the Narthex and Church office this month.

Thanks to Byron Spooner Sr. & Zeis McGreevey Funeral Home for
once again sponsoring the wall calendars.

St. Demetrios Church

GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING : 
Sunday, Dec. 4, 2011 at Noon

A QUORUM OF AT LEAST TWENTY-FIVE 
(25) MEMBERS IN GOOD STANDING ARE 
REQUIRED FOR THIS MEETING.

If Quorum is note met, the meeting WILL take place 
on Wed., Dec. 7 at 6:00 p.m., with or without 
quorum, per the by-laws.

AGENDA:

Call to Order & Opening Prayer

Election of General Assembly Chairperson

Minutes of Previous Meeting

2012 Budget* : David Grubb  

2011 Fundraisering Reports

Festival : Nick Hillman

Gala: Vasiliki Diamantis

Golf Outing: Manuel Steffas

Clambake: Steve Steffas

Home Committee Report:  Nick Hillman

Old Business/ New Business

Closing Prayer & Adjournment

ELIGIBILITLY FOR THIS MEETING

As per the Parish By-laws, Section 4, Page 26, Members 
Who May Participate in Parish Assembly: 

“A Parish Assembly consists of the members of the 
parish who have met their financial obligations to the 
Parish, in accordance with the Parish By-laws. A person 
whose name appears on the membership roll, but who is 
in arrears in payment of his or her stewardship 
obligations may take part in the Parish Assembly by 
meeting such obligations by the meeting day. New 
members may exercise their vote at Parish Assemblies if 
they have been members in good standing for at least 
three (3) months. The Priest shall be a non-voting 
member of Parish Assembly.” 

*A copy of the budget is posted on the Stewardship bulletin 
board in the hallway. Copies for review have also been 
mailed and are available in the Narthex magazine rack. 
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Sophia Alexandra, daughter of Adam & Andrea Fries, was 
born on Oct. 1, 2011.

Sophia Theodora, daughter of Pascalis & Maro Papouras, was 
born on Nov. 18, 2011
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Emmanuel “Evan” Markou , son of Kosta & Melissa, was 
baptized on  Nov. 13, 2011. His ‘nono’ is Emmanuel 
Kalabogias.

Zoey Ourania Horne, daughter of Nate & Vicky, was 
baptized on Nov. 19, 2011. Her ‘nono’ is John Kalbouridis.

Evangelos Ioannis Coutris, son of John & Maria, was 
baptized on Nov. 19, 2011. His godparents are Michael & 
Jamie Coutris. 
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Dina Ermidis and Albert Mucciarone were married on Nov. 
27, 2011. Their koumbara is Margarita Sedely of 
Annunciation Church. 
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We wish to thank all of you who have saved the pull tabs from
aluminum cans for Ronald McDonald House. We wanted you
to know how great the impact is from such a small effort. The
results are astonishing! Last year Cleveland’s House made
over $9,000 and Cincinnati’s House made over $11,000.00 so
far this year. Considering it’s money earned from trash, how
special is that? The money helps fill the needs of out of town
families who have children in the hospital. Thank you for
caring. - The Voiklis families
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 Please note that 
there will be no Bible Study meetings this month. We will 
resume on Tue., Jan. 3, 2012! 
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�' '' ' The Adult Liturgical Choir is busily
preparing for their annual Christmas Concert to be presented
after Liturgy on Sunday, December 18.

We are also producing our second CD! This will be a follow
up to the Divine Liturgy presentation offered earlier this year
and is titledHeavenly Holiday Music. It will feature Christmas
and Easter music in Greek and popular English selections. We
will be playing samples of these pieces after Liturgy and have
them available for $10 donations (to go toward choir robes) as
soon as they are available. These, along with the Liturgy CDs,
make wonderful and reasonably priced holiday presents. –Bill
Matzorkis
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If you  want your home or business blessed on the 
day Fr. Jim will be in your neighborhood, please 
contact the church office (440-331-2246 or 
sdgoc@ohiocoxmail.com) and ask to be put on the 
schedule: 

(Thu., Fri., Mon.) Jan. 5, 6 & 9 :                             
Rocky River & Westlake 

Tue., Jan. 10: Avon & Avon Lake

Wed., Jan. 11: Fairview Park 

Thu., Jan. 12:  North Olmsted

Fri., Jan. 13: Bay Village 

Mon./Tue, Jan. 16 & 17 : all Southern suburbs

Wed., Jan. 18 :  Lakewood

Note: If you are not available on the date that Fr. 
Jim will be in your town, you may contact the 
office to schedule a blessing during his later ‘make-
up days.’ 

Preparing your House for Blessing:

†Try to have all the family members in attendance 
(except the family pet which should  
NOT be underfoot)

†Put an icon out on your kitchen or dining room 
table.

†Turn off all radios, TVs, cell phones, etc.

Dec Mtg. site Topic
12/5/11 
9:30 a.m.

Chapel Exploring Your 
Feelings of Loss

B e r e a v e m e n t 
Join Fr. Jim and Angie Giallourakis, PhD,  on the first 
Monday of each month.

C
 o r n e r



5On Sat., Nov. 12, the church’s Cultural           
Hall was transformed into “Athens by Night” 
through the stunning illusion of hundreds blue 
LED lights hanging from the ceiling, thanks to 
the dedicated decorating of Allen Arabian and 
the Gala Committee. The event was the 3rd

annual Gala & Silent Auction  to benefit the 
continuation of both the Cultural Hall and the 
Zapis Activity Center. Thanks to all those 
who attended, donated items and bid, we were 
able to raise $47,620!

Guests were greeted by a complimentary 
Valet service, donated by Lou & Ann 
Frangos,  and a coat check service with 
members of GOYA. The entire back wall was 
filled with wonderful Silent Auction items and 
services which were generously donated by 
parishioners and area businesses.

The 2011 Gala Committee: (l-r) Lia Augoustidis,  Despina Matheos, Cindy Bountogianis, Vasiliki Diamantis, Ageleke Zapis, 
Koula Kadras, Athena Diamantis, Angela Kolocouris, Renee Seybert, and Christine Coutris.                                     

Not pictured:  Michelle Katsaros and Kim Veras.
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There was also a ‘surprise’ auction to raise money specifically for a new heating/cooling 
system for the church in the coming year.  
We thank Shaker Valley and Coyne Catering for donating appetizers;  Coyne also 
donated some liquor for the open bar.  Mrs. Alexandra Kadras donated the delicious 
baklava sundae desserts which were a hit, following a wonderful dinner of filet mignon. 
We also thank Lee & Ageleke Zapis for donating the invitations,  MC Andy 
Bountogianis, and the whole committee
(see below) for all their hard work during the
weeks leading up to this amazing night! 

(above) The committee surprised Fr. Jim with a cake, presented by caterer Trish Coyne, 
as the gala fell on the night before his birthday! 

P
hotos courtesy of 

A
lex A

ugoustidis

(above) Pete 
Kadras, Jim 
Matheos and Ted 
Loizos enjoying 
good parea
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Christmas will be here soon, and it’s time to once 
again add your name to our St. Demetrios 
Community Christmas card, sponsored by The 
Ladies Philoptochos Society.

Please fill in the form below and mail to:            
Joanne Harootunian, 34956 Shawn Dr.,                 
North Ridgeville, Ohio 44039;   

e-mail stdphiloptochos@gmail.com or 
joharoo@windstream.net  or call at 440-353-0910, 
and indicate that you want to be included. 
Names/donation  should be submitted  by Dec.12th

Thank you and may you and your family have a 
blessed Christmas season!

Name (s):(as you’d like it to appear on the card)

_____________________________________________

____________________________________________

Address, City, State, Zip:

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

Phone_________________________________________

Email:_________________________________________

____Keep Information same as last year



7

Book Review: Steal some free time to
read Stealing Athena

by Eleni Papouras-Jenks

“Stealing Athena” is not only a fascinating historical
novel about ancient Greece’s Aspasia and England’s
Countess Elgin, but also great for those who love
bargains since its basically two novels in one. This
2008 book by Karen Essex (published by

Doubleday) weighs in at 449 pages but will keep even modern readers,
used to split-second channel surfing, interested. Severalcopies are
available at the Cuyahoga County Public Library system.

At the center of the story is the fate of the marble pediments that were
torn from the Parthenon in the 1800s by then- British Ambassador to
the Ottoman Sultan, Lord Elgin. The book’s chapters alternate point of
view between two women separated by centuries, but connected by the
world’s most famous piece of architecture. Aspasia was the mistress
of Pericles, who was the king of Athens during the reconstruction of
the Parthenon, that gave it the façade we know today. Throughher
eyes, we meet the leader whose vision helped push through what was a
very costly (and often unpopular) public work, as well as thesculptor
who created it. It was fascinating to learn that even though the
Parthenon would become an indelible symbol through the centuries, it
inevitably had its local critics at the time. (Apparently, Athenians have
always been prone to protesting…)

Through Mary Nesbit, Lady Elgin, we get a glimpse of the luxurious
but corrupt Ottoman Sultanate and 19th century British foreign policies
that drove Lord Elgin to dry up his wife’s fortune and then puthimself
into debt. Elgin’s obsession with antiquities came in part from his
megalomania to have his name go down in history. The fact thatit’s
there through notoriety and controversy is partly foreshadowed by the
title. There is a scene where the disdainful Brit “discovers” an ancient
pillar within an Orthodox church outside Constantinople, and steals it
despite the desperate priest’s pleading. The novel is fairly historically
accurate, although I am unsure of this incident. Regardless, Elgin’s
team of pseudo-archaeologists, artists and diggers did acquire items
from Asia Minor as well as mainland Greece by procuring the
permission of the Sultan, who cared little for ancient Greece’s
splendors, and even less about the feelings of his Christiansubjects.

Mary’s terrible premonitions throughout the novel may be fictional but
it is historical fact that after his hurried pillaging (the British were in a
race with Napoleon , who was also sweeping up ancient Greek
artifacts for the Louvre) Elgin’s life took a distinctly badturn. He
became physically disfigured, he went seriously into debt because the
British government refused to reimburse him for shipping tons and
tons of marble (one ship of which tragically sank,) and his marriage
disintegrated in public scandal.

But ultimately what made this book so interesting was that both
women were made very real on the page. The huge range of historical
events almost took a back seat to the great love story of the poor
Aspasia for powerful Pericles. Conversely, it was just as page-turning
to watch Mary’s love for Elgin slowly die out, in what could only
seem, to her and to posterity, as a curse for his actions for stealing
from Athena.
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The Epistle editor recently caught up with busy
parishioner Irene Panagopoulos who has written a
children’s book entitled “What To Do?” for some
Q&A. The story, full of rhythm and repetition, is about
a boy named Max who goes about his day in a big-
people world pondering decisions and having fun:

EPJ:  What  inspired you to write a children’s 
book?

IP:  My nephews.  My oldest nephew, actually 
when he was four years old, in the car was 
constantly asking “what are we going to do?”  It 
was that  repetitive nature of kids that is reflected 
in the book.

EPJ:  Did you always want or plan to write a 
children’s book? 

IP:  I’ve been writing since I was 11 years old.  I’ve 
always had a love for it. But my nephews inspired 
me to focus on a children’s book at this time.

EPJ: How long did it take you to write it?

IP:   It took about a year to write it and have it 
published. 

EPJ: Do you plan on writing more books? 

IP:  Yes, I am writing a novel for adults,  and also, 
a sequel to this book, called “ Where To Go?” is 
coming out in the spring. 
_________________________________________

Irene Panagopoulos is a native Ohioan, living in Rocky 
River. She is a trained molecular biologist who has 
worked at Harvard University, Syracuse University, 
Case Western Reserve University and now at Cuyahoga 
Community College. She decided to take time off from 
the laboratory to pursue two long-time dreams: starting 
a non-profit and writing. She is the co-founder and 
president of The Healing Hearts Fund, an organization 
dedicated to helping those in need. During this time, she 
wrote “What To Do?” with Alexander Bierstedt-
Celebucki, her high school illustrator. This is a first 
time project for both.

The book is available in paperback in St. Demetrios’ 
Catacomb Bookstore. It is also on sale at  Amazon, 
Barnes & Noble, and   www.kiddecisions.com
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Sunday  School
Sun., Dec. 11– Christmas Program, after church

Sun., Dec. 18– Communion & Breakfast with “St. Nick”

Sun., Dec. 25-Christmas Day- NO Classes!

Sun., Jan. 1 – New Year’s Day – NO classes!

Sunday School will resume on Jan. 8, 2012.

Hellenic Cultural School 
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

Thu., Dec. 15 :Students should meet in their classrooms at
6:00 p.m. to get into costume, as needed. The program will
begin promptly at 6:30 p.m. in the Cultural Hall.
Refreshments to follow.

Greek School will be on break for the holidays from Dec. 20,
2011-Jan. 5, 2012.Classes will resume on Tue., Jan. 10.

PTO SCHOLARSHIPS

Applications for the 2012 PTO & Anna Poulos Memorial
Scholarships are now available in the church office.

Graduating high school seniors (Class of 2012) who are
ALSO graduates of the Balourdas Hellenic Cultural School
are eligible to apply.

The awards will be presented at the Greek Letters’ Day
Luncheon on Sunday, January 29, 2012.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

We are also now looking for volunteer(s) to cook for the
Greek Letters’ Day Luncheon on Sun., Jan., 29, 2012.
Anyone willing, should contact PTO Presidents Kiki
Poulopoulos or Angela Rokas (phone numbers on p.2)

- Eleni Papouras-Jenks,  Principal

G.O.Y.A.

Sun., Dec. 4 –Staff Pangari & Meeting. We will also pass a 
tray to collect money for gifts to be distributed at Laura’s 
Home

Fri., Dec. 16 –Party at “Laura’s Home”

Sat., Dec. 17 – Hosting Mini Tournament                               
(see  next page for more details.)

Sun., Dec. 18  - Caroling to the community 

Thu., Dec. 19-“Snow Days” event. 

Contact Maggie Steffas for more details .

Goya will again be selling Christmas Eve luminaries after 
church every Sunday in December. 

Hellenic Dancers
Tue., Dec. 20 at 5 p.m. viewing of the DVD of our
performances from the Folk Dance Festival. Potluck dinner to
follow; please bring a meatless dish. Beverages & dessert to
be provided.

The Kyklonas Dancers will have a quick rehearsal at 6:30
p.m. to prepare for the dance at St. Paul’s on Dec. 27.

Youth Choir
Youth Choir meets at 6:00pm on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of
every month with the Greek School joining us at 6:15. We
also meet on the first Saturday of every month (Dec. 3) at
10:00am for an officers meeting and review solos at that to
sing during communion and at our Christmas Program on
Dec. 11, after church.

We welcome any members who can come at 10:00am on the
first Saturday of every month to practice solos and help to
organize the Youth Track for our MEFGOX Choir
Convention this summer, July 26th-28th, 2012!

- Diane Matzorkis
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Nick Hillman,

Activities Director

Kids’ Open Play Sundays 11:30 a.m. In session

Open Walk M-F 9:30a.m.-12pm In session

GOYA Boys Basketball Mon/Wed 7:00-9:00 pm Starting 11/14

Men’s  Basketball Mon/ Fri 9:00 p.m. In session

Exercise with Sophia Tue/ Thu 8:30 a.m. In session

GOYA Girls Basketball Tue/Thu 7:00-9:00 p.m. Starting 11/15

Soccer Skills with George 
Mallias

Fridays 6-8 p.m. In session

Kids’ Basketball Skills Saturdays 1:00-3:00 p.m. 12/3, 12/10

��
��	��	�������
���
o Kids Basketball Skills is geared for  

children ages 6-12 only. Parents, we 
need to keep to this age group 
structure  for the SAFETY of all your 
kids! 

Children under age 6 are welcome at 
JOY events & activities. 

Kids  over age 12  are welcome to attend  
GOYA basketball rehearsals (see 
schedule above, left). 

o The Inner Circle Adult Dance Group
will meet on Sun, Dec. 4 @ 1:00
p.m. in the Zapis Activity Center. All
area adults welcome for exercise &
good ‘parea.’

o Soccer Skills with George Mallias is
now in session every Friday from 6-8
p.m. Coach George will share his 30
years experience teaching soccer
with kids, ages 6 & up. Participants
must bring their own soccer ball and
shoes. For more details, call 440-
801-1877.
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St. Nicholas Tue., Dec. 6, 9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy in church.                                                
Please note: Vespers will be at St. Nicholas Church, 2000 Tower Blvd., Lorain, on Mon., Dec. 5. 

St. Spyridon Mon., Dec. 12, 9:3 0 a.m. Divine Liturgy in the chapel.

CHRIST’S NATIVITY Sat., Dec. 24, Christmas Eve Vesperal Divine Liturgy at 6:00 p.m.

Sun., Dec. 25, Christmas Day Divine Liturgy at 9:30 a.m.(Orthros 8:30 a.m.) 

St. Basil (New Year’s Day)  Sun., Jan. 1, 2012, Divine Liturgy at 9:30 a.m.

Eve of Epiphany Thu., Jan. 5, Divine Liturgy at 9:30 a.m.

Epiphany Fri., Jan. 6, Divine Liturgy at 9:30 a.m.  (see p. 4 for House Blessing times)

Please note that the cutting of the Community Vasilopita will take place on Sunday, January 8, 2012. 

���������	
��	
����������

See p. 8 -9  for all Youth Ministries’ Parties and Pageants

Holiday Office Hours : The church office will be closed on Fri., Dec. 23 and Mon., Dec. 26, in observance of Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day, and on Mon., Jan. 2 in observance of the New Year.  Also, please note, that from Dec. 27-Dec. 31, the office hours  
will only be open from 9 a.m.- Noon. 

St. Demetrios Adult  Liturgical Choir’s

Christmas Choral Concert
Sunday, December 18

in church,  immediately following Divine Liturgy 

Stay for this beautiful annual event celebrating 
Christ’s Birth with both Greek & English carols.

Choir “alumni” and parishioners are invited to 
join in Handel’s Hallelujah Chorus for the finale.

Free Admission                     Free will donation
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What do drummers, pipers, swans and geese have to do with Christmas anyway? Believe it or not, there is a spiritual answer to
that question!  From 1558 until 1829, Roman Catholics in England were not permitted to practice their faith openly.  During that
era, someone wrote this carol as a catechism song for young Catholics, which has two levels of meaning: the lyrics that everyone
knows plus a hidden meaning known only to members of their church. Each element in the carol has a code word for a religious 
reality that the children could remember:

Drummers Drumming = Twelve Points of belief in the Apostles’ Creed

Pipers Piping = The eleven faithful Disciples

Lords A-leaping = The Ten Commandments

Ladies Dancing = The Nine fruits of the Holy Spirit :

Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, and Self-Control

Maids A-milking = The eight Beatitudes  (Matthew 5:3-12) 

Swans A-swimming = The seven-fold gifts of the Holy Spirit :

Prophesy, Serving, Teaching, Exhortation, Contribution, Leadership, and Mercy

Geese A-laying = The six days of Creation

Golden Rings  = The first five books of the Old Testament  (known as the Torah or “Law”)

Calling Birds = The Four Gospels 

(Matthew, Mark, Luke and John)

French Hens  =  Faith, Hope, Love

Turtle Doves = The Old and New Testaments

=
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Decoding An Ancient Greek Computer

Last month, Dr. John Seiradakis, professor of Physics at theUniversity of
Thessaloniki, spoke at Case Western Reserve University’s College of Arts &
Sciences about the famed Antikythera Mechanism. Dr. Seiradakis, a member of
the Antikythera Mechanism Research Project, discussed theastronomical,
mechanical, mathematical and historical aspects of this ancient Greek
calendrical computing device.

Historians estimate that around 75 BC, a Roman ship hit rough seas in the 
Aegean. The captain tried to reach Potamos Harbor on the island of Symi but 
sank before reaching it. Fast forward centuries to Easter 1900, when a sponge 
diver found the shipwreck, and in 1901, the Archeological School of Athens did 
the first large scale excavations.  From the seabed, they brought up statues, glass 
bowls, and a collection of tiny, encrusted bronze gears, which were more 
complex even than today’s watches. 

In the early 1900s, Haralambos Karakalos made the first attempt to recreate the 
mechanism which appeared to be a series of spirals. He would not be the last to 
attempt it. The Antikythera Mechanism Research Project, a joint venture of the 
departments of Physics, History & Archeology, and Mechanical Engineering 
and technology experts from various corporations, conducts ongoing research 
on the mechanism. Using various types of technologies that have become 
available including photography, X-raying (Tomography) and the PTM Dome 
Technique, they have  been able to see engraved lettering on the tiny calcified 
bronze much clearer than their 20th century predecessors. (Some of the gears 
and fragments are just millimeters in diameter.)

The mechanism has been dated to about 150-100 years BC. The initial research 
was done by counting the number of teeth in each gear, which can estimate what 
they count (i.e. 365= days) The researchers then began assembling the pieces of 
this intriguing puzzle and discovered that the front gears could be cranked, like 
a record player, and set to one of 365 holes and seven divisions that are linked 
to the Egyptian months.  Once further cleaned, Greek letters were seen on 
another spiral indicating H = �����  (sun ) , � = ����	
 (moon), � = ��
 (time). 
When set, the mechanism shows the position of the sun and moon. Since the 
gears showed the phases of the moon, it was quickly determined to be a 
calendrical mechanism,  Its multiple, complex gears could essentially predict 
moon phases for up to 19 years in advance. 

With more recent advances in technology (X-rays, etc.) researchers have been 
able to see, through the corrosion, up to 3,000 letters, some of which represent 
the zodiac, others of which are names of Greek city-states that were Corinthian 
colonies, perhaps indicating sea routes that the ship took.

Sadly, the technology for the world’s first known computer was lost,  possibly 
because it was the work of a single artist who probably died without passing on 
the knowledge. What most people agree on,  said Dr. Seiradakis, is that the 
mechanism was the “work of a mathematical genius.”  They speculate that 
perhaps his peers would not have understood it anyway. Historical sources hint 
that simpler models may have existed, perhaps attempted copies. The ancient 
writer Cicero mentions a spherical such object in possession of a man named 
Posidonis. 

What we do know is that its technology would not even begin to be seen in 
western Europe until hundreds of years later with the invention of clocks, in the 
medieval era.  And so the Antikythera Mechanism Research Project  continues 
trying to recreate working models to try and understand the lost technology of 
the world’s first computer.  For more information, check out 
http://www.antikythera-mechanism.gr- Eleni Papouras-Jenks
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Local Greek Artist Exhibition

The South Euclid/Lyndhurst Library (4645 
Mayfield Road) will host an Art Exhibit and 
Reception for local Greek-American artist 
Ted Theodore  of Sts. Constantine & Helen 
Cathedral. The opening will take place on 
Saturday, December 3 from 2-4 p.m. but Mr. 
Theodore’s work will be on display at the 
library through  December. 

Pictured, 
left, 

is a sample of 
his work 
entitled “On the 
Rocks.”
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Archbishop Demetrios Delivers Lecture at Yale

NEW YORK –
“Orthodoxy: An Unlimited 
Expression” was the topic 
of a lecture presented by 
His Eminence Archbishop 
Demetrios on Nov. 9 at 
Yale University. The 
Archbishop was invited by 
Yale Divinity School to 
present this lecture at the 
start of a conference titled 
“Looking East: A Window 

on the Eastern Christian Traditions of Epiphany” and the art 
exhibition “People, Piety, and Sacred Power in the Eastern 
Mediterranean.”

In his engaging lecture the Archbishop presented the many
contributions of Orthodoxy to the World and to people of faith
throughout the centuries. These included expressions in the
fields of language, literature, hymnology, philosophicalthought
and language, the arts as in iconography, embroidery,
architecture, music and even in the dramatic arts. Archbishop
Demetrios also documented Orthodoxy’s offerings and
expressions in the development of social institutions, the
advancement of philanthropic works and ideals and the
promotion of education. He said that Orthodoxy offers many
unlimited expressions, but it is in itself an unlimited expression
which is making the material spiritual and thus is declaringthe
Glory of God. The Lecture was broadcast live on the Internet
and is available for viewing as an archive at
http://divinity.yale.edu/orthodoxy-unlimited-expression

AHEPA Lauds Freeze on Turkish Arms Sale; 
Concerned About Trade Deal

WASHINGTON, D.C.- AHEPA last month applauded an
effort, led by U.S. Reps. Shelley Berkley (D-NV) and Eliot
Engel (D-NY), to freeze a U.S. arms sale totaling $111 million
to Turkey. The two introduced legislation H.J.Res.83, that, if
passed, will prohibit the sale. The legislation has a narrow
window of opportunity for passage but has garnered solid
bipartisan support.

This was then followed with concerns about a Pro-Turkey
Trade Bill (HR 2362) that was passed in November, part of
which encourages investment by Turkish enterprises.

U.S. Rep. John Sarbanes (D-MD) led opposition to the bill in
committee and offered an amendment to expand it to include
all nations who comply with democratic principles and human
rights. His amendment, co-sponsored by U.S. Reps. Frank
Pallone (D-NJ) and Niki Tsongas (D-MA), was ruled out of
order. Several Greek American and Armenian American
organizations also submitted statements to the committee.
AHEPA joins with these groups to thanks the efforts of the
lawmakers who attempted to pass a more balanced trade bill.
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Rural Children in Haiti Welcome School Newly Rebuilt by IOCC

It takes ten-year-old Lovena almost one and half hours to walk
to school every morning from her rural mountain village in
Plateau de Fin, Haiti, but she doesn't mind. She and her
classmates from the area surrounding the town of Embouchure
welcomed the beginning of their academic year last month in a
brand new school. Putting your support into action,
International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC) along with
ACT Alliance partner, Finn Church Aid, provided assistance
for the demolition of the old school severely damaged in the
2010 earthquake (photo below) and the construction of a new
earthquake and hurricane resistant building.

Although Embouchure is in one of the most remote mountain
regions of Haiti, and access to this rugged area is difficult,
rebuilding in the same area was crucial to the well-being of
these earthquake survivors. St. Joseph School serves as the
only school for more than 300 children from 11 villages in the
Embouchure region. The school also provides community
shelter during hurricanes.

The 7.2 magnitude earthquake that struck Haiti on January 12,
2010, was the strongest tremor to strike the country in more
than 200 years, leaving more than 222,000 people dead and
more than one million homeless. IOCC has provided more
than $4 million in direct assistance to the people of Haiti since
January 2010.

Due to the weak educational system in Haiti, and difficulties
for children to attend school in rural areas particularly, school
children spend between three and 13 years in school. That
means a student can be 20 years old, but still at school
completing sixth grade. Without the school being rebuilt,
access to education would be out of reach to Lovena and many
other children in the region.

IOCC Director of Programs, Mark Ohanian, says it was
extremely important to have permanent and safe structures to
accommodate as many children as possible. "Rebuilding St.
Joseph School in Embouchure provides the geographically
disadvantaged children an opportunity to complete a highly
prized education and establishes a community lifeline for the
families who are otherwise isolated from the rest of the
country."

Before the 
earthquake, St. 
Joseph School 
consisted of two 
buildings. The one 
was made of thick 
stone walls which   
crumbled in the 
earthquake. The 
remaining wooden 
structure became 
very unstable.

The year-long rebuilding process of St. Joseph School was slow
and difficult because of the rough terrain and heavy rains, but
the villagers were ready and willing to help. Through your
financial support, IOCC helped provide building materialsand
temporary jobs for mule owners delivering materials to the
construction site as well as work for local men and women who
tore down damaged walls, hauled away rubble and rebuilt the
school. Lovena's mother and cousin were among the many
parents hired for the reconstruction project.

Lovena's new school in Embouchure has six large classrooms
and plans are in place to install solar panels next month. As
over 90% of rural schools in Haiti do not have electricity, St.
Joseph School will be a rare example of a sustainable school
where an alternative energy source provides lighting to all
rooms. The newly constructed buildings will also sit on a new
and secure cement foundation that meets international
earthquake and hurricane codes . (source: iocc.org)

Lovena (pictured, below) watched the construction progress
with great interest from the nearby temporary school tent. The
4th grader, who hopes to be a cook one day, thinks the new
school is much nicer looking than the old one. "I am very happy
to be one of the students studying there," says Lovena.

15
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The holy hierarch,
Saint Dionysios, who
was born and reared
on Zakynthos, was the
son of pious and
wealthy parents,
Mocius and Paulina
by name. In his
youth, he renounced
his wealth and entered
the ancient monastery
of the Strophada
Islands, which lie
south of Zakynthos,
and there he donned
the monastic habit.

Later, he was appointed Archbishop of Aegina, where he
served for many years. In time, in order to retire to a life
of solitude and struggle, he resigned and returned to his
homeland where he entered a monastery in the
mountains. Here he received the grace of performing
miracles, and worked many healing and saving wonders
among the people of Zakynthos.

A story from the Synaxarion reveals his character as
one truly united to Christ: "He excelled above all in love
of neighbour and in meekness. One day the murderer of
the Saint's own brother, fleeing the law and the members
of his victim's family, arrived at the monastery and
begged Dionysius for asylum, little knowing to whom he
was speaking. On gathering the reason for his flight and
that his own brother was the victim, the man of God
resisted with all his strength his natural grief and the
temptation to avenge the crime. Imitating Christ, who
pardoned his enemies and prayed for his persecutors, he
received the fugitive with compassion, comforted him,
exhorted him to repent and hid him in an out-of-the-way
cell. When his pursuing kinsmen reached the monastery
with the dreadful news, the Saint did not reveal that he
knew it already, but did his best with words of peace to
allay the wrath of his relatives and their desire for
vengeance. As soon as they moved off, he let out the
murderer (who was amazed and terror-struck before
such superhuman goodness) and having provided him
with victuals and money for his journey, he sent him
away to work freely at the salvation of his soul.“
According to local tradition, this man later returned and
became a monk at this same monastery.

Saint Dionysios reposed in 1621 or 1622 after a long and
painful illness, but he left behind his sacred and
incorrupt relics as a treasure for his fellow citizens. The
saint has continued to work signs and miracles and to
appear from time to time to the people of Zakynthos,
who venerate him as their protector and patron. His
feastday is commemorated on December 17.

GETTING THERE : 
Zakynthos  is one of the 
Ionian islands in 
Greece’s western sea. 
(darkened on the map, 
left.) 

It can be reached  by 
plane from Athens or by 
ferry from 
Peloponnesos. 

The church of St. 
Dionysios is located in 
the southern part of the  
island’s capital, near the 
harbor.

This summer, parishioner
Vicky Papouras visited the
island of Zakynthos and
several of the island’s beautiful
churches, including the
Church of St. Dionysios
(pictured above.) The relics
of the saint were transferred to this sanctuary in 1717 from the
monastery of Strofades. Besides the feastday celebration on
December 17, the date of the saint’s passing, the church also
celebrates the transfer of his relics on August 24.

(Photos: Vicky Papouras and greeka.com) 



Kyklonas
Dancers 
perform [@ St. 
Paul]





�����������������	
��

Office: 216-373-1476                       
Fax: 440-348-2302                      
Mobile: 440-653-1947

Email: mike@vakosagency.com

www.farmersagent.com/vakos

16920 Detroit Ave., Unit 1    
Lakewood, OH 44107

Metro Disposal - Cleveland

tel: 1-866-797-9018

Call 440-331-2246 x2 to place your ad and support St. Demetrios Church!
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Greek Orthodox Community of St. Demetrios

22909 Center Ridge Road

Rocky River Ohio 44116

Built in Faith, Sustained by Love
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NOW WITH FUNERAL HOME CLOSE TO 
ST. DEMETRIOS

(216) 398-1010

George’s Kitchen 
Family Restaurant

13101 Triskett Road

“Home Cooked Meals” and Take-out orders

Phone: 216-671-0430
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