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Pastoral Thoughts
by Fr. Jim Doukas

March 22909 Center Ridge Road, Rocky River, Ohio 2011

I would like to share with you this story since 
we are approaching Great Lent. I’m sure that 
it will have a great impact in our lives:  

A Missionary on furlough told this true story while visiting his
home church in Michigan. 

“While serving at a small field hospital in Africa, every two 
weeks, I traveled by bicycle through the jungle to a nearby city for 
supplies. This was a journey of two days and required camping 
overnight at the halfway point. On one of those journeys, I arrived 
in the city where I planned to collect money from a bank, 
purchase medicine and supplies, and then begin my two-day 
journey back to the field hospital. Upon arrival in the city, I 
observed two men fighting, one of whom had been seriously 
injured. I treated him for his injuries and at the same time 
witnessed to him of the Lord Jesus Christ. I then traveled two 
days, camping overnight, and arrived home without incident. Two 
weeks later I repeated my journey. Upon arriving in the city, I was 
approached by the young man I had treated. He told me that he 
had known I carried money and medicines. 

He said, ‘Some friends and I followed you into the jungle, 
knowing you would camp overnight. We planned to kill you and 
take your money and drugs. But just as we were about to move 
into your camp, we saw that you were surrounded by 26 armed 
guards.’ 

At this, I laughed and said that I was certainly all alone out in that 
jungle campsite. The young man pressed the point, however, and 
said, ‘No sir, I was not the only person to see the guards. My five 
friends also saw them, and we all counted them. It was because of 
those guards that we were afraid and left you alone.’ ”

At this point in the sermon, one of the men in the congregation 
jumped to his feet and interrupted the missionary, asking if he 
could tell him the exact day that this had happened. The 
missionary told the congregation the date, and the man who 
interrupted told him this story: 

“On the night of your incident in Africa, it was morning here and I 
was preparing to go golf. I was about to putt when I felt the urge 
to pray for you. In fact, the urging of the Lord was so strong, I 
called men in this church to meet with me here in the sanctuary to 
pray for you. Would all those men who met with me on that day, 
stand up?” 

The men who had met together to pray stood up. The total number 
of men standing was 26. 

This story is an incredible example of how the Spirit of 
the Lord moves in mysterious ways. If you ever hear 
such prodding, go along with it! Nothing is ever hurt by 
prayer except the gates of hell. I encourage you to 
forward this to as many people as you know. If we all 
take it to heart, we can turn this world towards Christ 
once again. As the above true story clearly illustrates, 
“with God, all things are possible.” And more 
importantly, how God hears and answers the prayers 
of the faithful. After you read this, please pause and 
give God thanks for the beautiful  gift of your faith, for 
the miracles He works in your own daily life…and then 
pass it on! Have a blessed Lent!

Annunciation Church, 2187 W. 14 th St.,
in Cleveland’s historic Tremont district

10 a.m. Doxology  ~10:30 a.m. Kick off

Post-parade festivities in Annunciation 
Hall

Planning meeting on Tue., March 8 at 7 p.m.                 
at Annunciation Church (basement) 

For information contact James Georgiades at 216-
221-0330 or hirs@visn.net
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We welcome new members: 

Maria Sakoutis;  Dr. Dimitra Servetas, and son Owen Melzer

2011 Festival – June 16-19

Festival Art Contest Do you have artistic talent?  This year, 
we are looking for talented individuals to draft new artwork 
to be used on  our Festival flyers and program book cover.  
The design should fit within a 5x7 space and be easily 
recreated graphically for mass production. The winner’s 
design will also be hung in the Zapis Activity Center. Submit 
your ideas by Thu., March 31to the Zapis Activity Center 
office. 

Revised Cooking Schedule(please note the changes!) 

March 14-16 Dolmathes /��	�
��
�

March 28-29 Souzoukakia / �	��	������

April 4 -6 Pastitsio / ��������	

April  11-12 Moussaka /�	�������
May 2-3         Tiropites/  ��������	
May  9-10   Spanakopita / 
����
�����	
May  16-17   Lamb Shanks / ����
May     23 Galaktobouriko / ����
��������
�
May     24       Green Beans/  ������
��
June      1        Syrup/ 
�����
June      6        Chicken Breast/ ����
June      7 Koulourakia / ��������
��
June      14      Leg of lamb / ����  
June      15 Tourlou / �������

Thanks to everyone who helped 
make St. Demetrios Church 
“Souper Bowl Champions” on 
Feb. 6. We collected $219.00  for 
IOCC and a dozen bags of food for 
our Food Pantry. 

We also thank Yassou Club who filled the Food Pantry shopping 
cart to overflowing – with much love and non-perishable food 
items- at their Valentine’s Day luncheon.

BUILDING ACCESS

Due to recent changes in budgeting, staffing and security 
procedures, we again remind all church ministries and 
auxiliary organizations (i.e. Hellenic regional groups) that 
ANY events taking place outside of regular office hours 
need to be scheduled through the Church office or Zapis 
Activity Center office. 

Each August, we have a scheduling meeting to set the 
calendar for the year so that there are no conflicts, but also 
so that everyone knows who is supposed to be in the 
building at a given time. 

If your group wants to schedule an event, meeting or 
seasonal gathering that was not initially put on the calendar 
last summer, you need to notify the office one month in 
advanceto have it okayed and to make sure that there are no 
prior conflicts. 

Private parties that may or may not include non-members of 
St. Demetrios Church, and ‘self-caterered’ events are 
strictly prohibited. If you wish to book a party in the hall, 
contact Trish at Coyne Catering 216-695-1160. Neither the 
caterers, nor church office or custodial staff  are  available 
to rent linens, etc. or  give unauthorized building access.

At last fall’s General Assembly, it was announced that St. 
Demetrios and Annunciation Churches had been jointly 
bequeathed property from the estate of Joan Lambros, 
including her condo which is currently on the market. Joan 
passed away last summer but her love and generosity toward 
the Church will live in on in her legacy:

Joan Penelope Lambros was born on May 23, 
l921 in Pittsburgh, Penn., the daughter of 
Peter and Mary Lambros. It is interesting to 
note, that as the Annunciation celebrates it's 
100th Anniversary next year, Joan's father, 
Peter was  the 1st Parish Council President of 
the Annunciation serving in that capacity 

from 1912 until 1914.  When St. Demetrios Church was 
founded on the west side, Joan was on the team that was 
instrumental in developing the original Sunday School at St. 
Demetrios (pictured right, seated next to Fr.
Peter.) And when the community moved to 
our current site, she was on the first Library 
Committee.

Professionally, Joan was a Ph.D. Chemist 
who worked, for many years for the 
Glidden , Lubrizol and SCM Corporations. 
She was a pioneering woman in the fields 
of chemical research and marketing.  She was the National 
President of Iota Sigma Pi, an honorary society for women in 
chemistry, which created a Joan P. Lambros Outstanding 
Service Awardin her honor. Joan was also the first female 
National Councilor and Cleveland Chairwoman of the 
American Chemical Society. She brought a scientist’s 
perspective to marketing, and used statistical analysis to 
discover the potential of fuel lubricants and additives for 
Lubrizol.

As the quintessential world traveler, she traveled extensively 
through Europe, the Middle East and North Africa in the 1950s 
and ‘60s, a time when very few women did so.  She would 
regale her nephews and nieces with slide shows and tales of 
strange customs in the countries she traveled in.  She took time
during these many travels to study abroad, earning an honorary 
Doctorate from the University of Athens in Greece for 
religious and relief efforts.

In retirement , Joan became a marketing consultant.  She was 
listed in the Who's Who of American Women and the 1976 
edition of the International Who's Who of Women, Notable 
Americans. –David Lambros
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Evan Emmanuel, son of Kosta & Melissa Markou, was born 
on Jan. 27, 2011.

Constantine “Dean” William , son of Bill & Valerie Lakios, 
grandson of Jim & Dora Selos, was born on Feb. 8, 2011.

����������������
�

Emmanuel Sarantos, husband of Sotiria, 
father of Alexandros, Panagiotis (Coral), 
Demetrios, and Emmanuel Jr., and 
grandfather of Alexis, Anna, Emmanuel, and 
Nicholas, passed away on Feb. 1, 2011.  Mr. 
Sarantos was also a former neokorosof  St. 
Demetrios Church.  His 40 day memorial will 
be on Sun., March 13 . 

We gratefully acknowledge the Memorial Donations to St. 
Demetrios Church* received in loving memory of:

Vi Delaney:  John & Evanthia Pallam

Christie Dalakas: Elaine Beach; Angelo & Christine Coutris; 
Tom & Kaliopi Kalbouridis; George & Inger Kantzios; Alex 
& Irene Kostakis; Richard & Patricia Meyer; Joe & Maureen 
Moses; Costas & Maria Mougianis; T. Scott Smith

Emmanuel Sarantos:  James & Mimi Apotsos, Elpida 
Christakis family, Christina & Nick Petousis, Demetra Petros,
Konstantine Petros Jr., Alta & John Spillson.

*These donations are to the St. Demetrios General  Fund and do not 
include any grateful accepted by Philoptochos, Trust Fund, etc. 

St. Demetrios Church announces the newly-formed 
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The mission of the Bereavement Support Group is to offer 

support to those dealing with the loss of a loved one, to offer 
a sense of control, and to help understand the physical, 

social, emotional, and spiritual reactions to loss.

Together we will offer:   Prayer - Support - Fellowship -
Quiet Meditation - Peaceful Reflection.

The Bereavement Support Group meets in a relaxed and 
confidential environment. The facilitators are Fr. James A.

Doukas, and Angie Giallourakis, Ph.D. 

For more information please contact Fr. Jim in the office or 
Angie at 440-871-2681 or angiegiallourakis@yahoo.com

The support group will meet on the first Monday of the 
month, starting March 7th at  10:00 am. in the Board RoomAndrew M. Mitchell , father of Bob (Jane), Gail (Ridge) 

Multop and Deborah (Carl) Dillon, grandfather of 8 and 
great-grandfather of 4, passed away on Feb. 3, 2011.

Yanna Voutsiotis,daughter of George & Vivy 
Voutsiotis, sister of Alexia, passed away on Feb. 
7, 2011. She was also a graduate of the St. 
Demetrios Balourdas Greek School and a former 
Hellenic Dancer. Her 40 day memorial will be on 
Sun., Mar. 27.

�������������������
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Last month, we welcomed Deacon Kyr Shiepis from Massillon, 
who assisted with Divine Liturgy on Godparents’ Sunday, and  
Deacon Macarius, of St. Matthew Church in North Royalton, 
on Feb. 20.  The deacons, who are ordained and able to give 
Holy Communion, will  be assisting Fr. Jim on a rotating basis 
on certain busy Sundays, and we ask that you all welcome 
them warmly to our parish. 

�	��	������	�� !������"����#
O Lord and Master of my life, deliver me from the spirit of 
indolence, meddling, ambition, and vain talk.

Bestow Thou upon me Thy servant, the spirit of chastity, 
meekness of mind, patience, and love.

Yea, O Lord and King, grant that I may know my sins and 
my faults, and not judge my brother, for Thou art blessed 
forever. Amen.

��� ��� 
���� (�� . �����
 �	� � �	� )

����� 
�� ������� ��	 ���	 ��� , ������ �����	 , 
����������	 ,  ����!��	 , 
�� ���������	 �� ��� "�	 . 

#����� "� �� ������	 , ������� ������	 , �������	 
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$�� , ����� %������ , "&����� ��� ��� ���� �� ���
��������� 
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��������	 '� ��	 ���	 ��&��	 ��� ��&��� . ���� . 

See page 10 for a list of Lenten Service times & dates

���������$��
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All those who will be graduating this spring from high 
school, college or post-graduate studies are asked to send 
in their bio (name of school, activities, future plans) and a 
photo for the annual June Graduation Issue of The Epistle.

Deadline for submission of all materials is April 30. 

BettyJane Kriaris Lekas, mother of Katherine Lekas and 
James Lekas, and YiaYia of Chelsea Mills and Alec & 
Abigail Lekas,  passed away on Feb. 27, 2011.
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On Feb. 6, as the family and friends of Vi Delaney held her 40 day memorial, the Choir presented a plaque in her honor. The Vi 
Delaney Memorial Plaque, which will hang in the choir room, also includes the names of other deceased  members who dedicated 
decades to the Choir: Maria Diamantis, Donna Fisher, Georganne Latkovic, James Papadakes, Jack Pyros, Sylvia Pyros, Katherine 
Schmitz, and Angela Tjotjos.  There is also room on the plaque for additional names to be added in the future. 

On behalf of the Hellenic Dance Groups, we want to extend a warm EFHARISTO to all those who made the Apokreatiko 
Glendi on February 20 a success!
Thanks to all the parents who brought in such wonderful munchies, Nick Hillman for setting up the hall, Harry & Angie
Giallourakis for donating the wine, our bartenders Les Szekely & JP Jenks, Aggie & Allen Arabian for the beautiful 
decorating and donating the balloons, ticket booth greeters Aggie Arabian & Tom Papouras (below,  left), Ted & Thea
Pappas and JP Jenks for donating the kids' prizes,Ted Bahasfor donating the use of the sound system, and of course, the 
wonderful Ousia Band (pictured, bottom left) who did a such great job of bringing kefi to the evening!

(right) Winners of the Costume 
Contest: “Princess” Ariana 
Samarellis and “Superbaby” 
Panagiotis Ermidis

(right) Marina 
Ermidis & son, 

and Sophia 
Kopasakis 

were among 
the Dance 
Auction 
winners!
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The  Choir is indebted to Maria Wymer who called Father Jim to suggest having us recorded, 
and  very generously arranged to have the work financed. The St. Demetrios Choir  recorded 
the Divine Liturgy with Father Jim from start to finish on Wed., Feb. 23, in the church. We 
also recorded the Christmas Concert that we performed with solos last December. In order to 
insure the highest quality , we  spent nearly 4 hours recording! The recording will be 
reproduced into CDs which Fr. Jim, Philoptochos or even the St. Panteleimon Orthodox 
Christian Outreach can distribute to shut-ins who cannot regularly attend church services.  At 
Maria’s suggestion and with her input, we will be designing a very attractive cover for the CD 
case. We will keep you posted on the progress of this very exciting project! -Bill Matzorkis

(below, L-R) Sopranos Mary Matzorkis, Andie Titas, Dena Nikokirakis, Angela Nikolakis, our organist’s wife, Margaret Safos & 
Linda Glynias with Fr. Jim in the background; Altos Diane Matzorkis, Mary Diamond, Mary Szekely & Donna Vassos; Steve 
Simantiris, Dan Packis, Ted Bahas, Jim Matzorkis & Bill Vassos getting last minute direction from Bill Matzorkis.  

Bill confers with sound 
engineer Chris Keffer
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by Jeanne C. Paras, President

As we enter into out Lenten season and the days 
slowly start to lengthen, we all start to feel the 
“hope of Spring” fill our Community.   The ever 
present Goodwill of our Church is what carried us 
through the long winter grey of February, and 
thanks to the generosity of our parishioners, once 
again, many  of the Homeless on the streets of 
Cleveland will make it to Spring this year.  Your 
donations filled over 2 van loads of blankets and 
other much needed items for the homeless that 
were taken to the Northeast Ohio Coalition for the 
Homeless!  This drive was organized by Crystal 
Thomas and with your support many of the 
Homeless in Cleveland will survive this winter, 
which has been a “record breaking” one here in 
our town.  Thank you to everyone.  Let’s all try 
not to forget this organization and their work with 
the Homeless, even though our drive is over.

A friend reminded me the other day of something 
we used to joke about when our children were 
younger:  We used to call this time of year, “the 
holey season” meaning that our children’s clothes 
would become worn out from the beginning of 
the school year.  Keeping this in mind, we will be 
starting a new School supply drive soon for our 
two schools that we are supporting, concentrating 
on school clothes!  We need white or light blue 
shirts with collars, navy or black pants, and black 
or brown belts.  Any sizes!  Louis Agassi is a K-8 
school so there are students of all ages and sizes 
to be clothed.  As always, there is still a need for 
general school supplies as well.  

We still have open lunch dates for the Bridge 
School available on  Mon., March 21, Thu., 
April 7,   and  Tue., May 3. For this program 
you can make lunch at home and take it to the 
school or order Pizza or whatever you want!  
There are only 15 students and teachers!  Call 
Janine Lambros (216-534-6017) to find out more 
information.  

Don’t forget an easy meal during Lent or 
anytime, is Romeo’s in Westlake!  If you tell 
them  you are from St Demetrios on a Monday we 
will get 15% back to Philoptochos!  It doesn’t 
have to be Pizza, they also have wonderful salads, 
subs and more.  Coupons are available in the 
Church office.
There is still time to join as a regular member or 
an Associate member (Men).  Our membership 
drive for this year will close at the end of this 
month.  Thank you to all who have joined 
already.  If you haven’t received your new 
Membership card yet, it will be coming soon.  

(���������)
Yassou Club wants to thank all our beloved Senior St. Demetrios 
Parishioners for participating in the events your Steering Committee plans 
for your enjoyment.  Our sole purpose is to find activities to help our seniors 
get together and enjoy a few hours of fellowship and omoganiawith one 
another. Financially, we exist only by your generosity in the form of 
donations, and a very occasional fund raiser. We have no other method of 
income. Because our resources are limited, we respectfully request that 
guests not be included in our “free”events. These are provided for St. 
Demetrios members only. When we are charging admission, and when we so 
state, please feel free to invite whomever you may wish. Thank you for your 
understanding. We welcome every St.Demetrios Senior to all the YASSOU 
functions that are forthcoming.  Please come. We promise you will have a 
good time.

Save the Date for Friday, May 20 at 11:30 a.m.                  
A Dean Martin Tribute: A Son Remembers                     

Carrie Cerino’s Ballroom, 8922 Ridge Road, North Royalton.

In a loving tribute to his father, Dean Martin’s  youngest son Ricci  takes us 
down memory lane. In this new and exciting performance, he will be singing 
many of his father’s hit songs, such as Volare, That’s Amore, Everybody 
Loves Somebody Sometime, just to name a few.  Also featured are acts by 
Ricci & his pals in tributes  to Frank Sinatra & Sammy Davis Jr. Lunch & 
Show $50.00 per person. For reservations, contact Estelle Callas at 440-779-
6981 no later than Fri.,  May 6. 

�������
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Daughters hosted the coffee hour on January 16. Thanks to all our members 
for bringing in delicious pastries that were enjoyed by all our parishioners.

Many of our members attended the Greek School Three Hierarchs and 
Greek Letters’ Day Luncheon. On behalf of Daughters, Co-President Maria
Fotinos presented a check to our Greek School in the amount of $650.00 to 
help with many expenses and supplies. This was made possible from our 
proceeds of our cookbook sales. Our cookbook sales are going strong. To 
date we have sold over 465 books! They make a great keepsake and 
gift. Hardbound books are $10 and are also available in CD format for only 
$8. Our caterer has already used the fish plaki recipe and loves it! For more 
information or to purchase contact Jan Voiklis at 835-3809.

At our February meeting we had a wonderful jewelry show from the Lia
Sophia collection. It was fun to try on pieces and to have Valentine treats 
among members and friends. On March 23 Daughters is hosting the Lenten 
Dinner and on April 10 we will once again be selling delicious tsoureki
bread.

Help us collect pull tabs for a good cause. DOP is sponsoring a drive to 
collect pull tabs from aluminum cans from pop, soup, etc., for Ronald 
McDonald House. You can help make a difference for families staying at 
Ronald McDonald House while their children are hospitalized. Please 
consider collecting in your home, workplace, or school. Just think of how 
great the impact can be from such a small effort on our part. The results will 
be astonishing! A container is located outside of the church office.

Interested in finding our more information about Daughters and what 
we do? Plan on attending one of our meetings. They are held monthly, on 
the third Wednesday of every month in the Board Room and are also listed 
on our church calendar. Go to p. 13 for information on scholarships 
available through Daughters of Penelope. 
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This year the Orthodox Christian Mission Center (OCMC) is proud to announce a collaboration with the Center for Family Care of 
the Greek Archdiocese by offering a Family Mission Team. Families from North America, along with Albanian families, will 
participate in this outreach assisted by OCMC missionaries and Albanian church leaders. The primary focus is to offer a “family 
witness” while sharing the faith and growing as a family in Christ. 

OCMC is coordinating Mission Teams that will serve in 9 countries in 2011:

Teachingin Kenya, Tanzania, Madagascar, and Albania

Health care in Uganda and Tanzania

Youth Work in Alaska, Guatemala, South Korea,  Romania, and Albania

Church Construction in Alaska

For more details and costs see the poster on the bulletin board at church. Or contact Andrew Lekos or Pres. Renee Ritsi by phone 
at 1-877-GO-FORTH (463-6784) or by e-mail at teams@ocmc.org. Visit http://teams.ocmc.orgto apply for 2011 OCMC 
Orthodox Mission Teams.
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Since 1996, groups from all over the U.S. and Canada have been 
visiting St. Innocent Orphanage in Rosarito, Mexico to 
participate in our home-building program, an experience that has 
affected change in the lives of both volunteers and recipient 
families alike. Group participants help alleviate poverty by 
building a simple house for a local family in need, while 
spending the "off-time" at St. Innocent Orphanage, where they 
always enjoy interacting with our 27 boys.

Most spots are available for our Orthodox Basic Training or "OBT" #1 which will take place June 29th - July 5th, but there are 
still spots available for groups at the beginning of the summer. If you are looking for ways to serve God, participate in works of 
mercy, and extend your hand to those in need, this is the a wonderful opportunity to do so. But don't delay, as the spots will soon 
be filled! We ask that you prayerfully consider joining us in our ministry to the poor and needy of Mexico by organizing a work-
trip for this summer. We know that it will change not only the lives of the family that you build for, but also those of the 
volunteers in your group. Please email  Niko@projectmexico.orgwith any questions you may have! -Nikos Petrides, Project 
Mexico Work Trip Coordinator
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Sun., March 6– Youth Choir rehearsal in the chapel to 
prepare for Sunday of Orthodoxy.

Sunday of Orthodoxy, March 13- Students should bring 
their favorite icon from home for the procession of icons 
that will take place during Divine Liturgy.

~The Youth Choir will be singing the responses to the 
Divine Liturgy. 

~Registration deadline for any students wanting to 
participate in the St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival. 

Sun., March 27– Local round of the Oratorical Festival 
will take place during Sunday School, in the hall. 

Sun., April 3- Top 2 Oratorical Festival winners in each 
division (Junior & Senior) will present their speeches in the 
church after Divine Liturgy. 

Sat., April 9 – Regional Round of the Oratorical Festival, at 
Annunciation Church, Cleveland. 

Fri., April 22 – Good Friday Youth Retreat (see next page 
for details) 

The Youth Choir will chant the Divine Liturgy on the 2nd

Sunday of each month until  the end of the school year:  
(Sundays, April 10 and May 8.)  Rehearsals will take place 
on the first Sunday of the month, after Sunday School and 
just before the GOYA meeting, in the chapel. (April 3 and 
May 1.) 

Last month, a very dedicated former St. 
Demetrios Hellenic dancer, Yanna 
Voutsiotis, was tragically killed in a car 
accident, cutting short the promising life of 
this daughter, sister and dental school 
student.  I first met Yanna (pictured left at 
the 2002 festival) in 1999, when I began 
instructing the group along with Irene Steffas
and Kathy Katrakazos. As one of the “older” 
kids (there was only one group at the time) 
she was a true leader and a joy to work with.  
I can’t remember her without a smile on her

Kyklonas Dancers(ages 13 & up) Open enrollment  is taking 
place this month through Pascha. New members who are already
13 may join now to be eligible to perform at our Greek Festival in 
June.  Please note that we will NOT accept new members after 
April 30. 

We are now rehearsing in preparation for the Greek Parade 
(March 26). Practices on Thursdays at 6:30 p.m., March 10, 17, 
and 24. 

Kymata Dancers(ages 7-12) Open enrollment will begin after the 
March 25th program. New dancers must have already turned 7 as 
of Jan. 2011 to dance at the festival. 

Current dancers will rehearse in preparation for the Greek  School 
Independence Day Program  (March 20.) Practices on Sundays 
after church, starting March 6.

Sun., March 13– Folk Dance Festival Planning meeting for 
parents of ALL dancers in the Board Room, immediately after 
church.   (See p. 2 for instructors’ contact information.) 

her face, having with her sister Alexia and their friends (pictured 
below), and patient with the younger dancers, with whom the teens 
shared the stage in those days. She truly embodied the ideal of 
‘kefi.’ One summer the family went to Greece and missed the 
festival, but Yanna did not stop thinking of the group. While in 
Greece she and her sister Alexia took part in a folk dance class and 
when she  returned, taught us the steps. To this day, theKyklonas
Dancers owe theirsyrtakichoreography to Yanna.  That smiling 
and giving girl is the image of Yanna that I will always keep in my 
heart and mind. –Eleni Papouras-Jenks

Dancing at the 2003 Festival  (L-R) Maggie Costaras, Stephanie 
Missirlis, Alexa Kyrkos, Yanna Voutsiotis, Olga Asimou and 
Alexia Voutsiotis.  

Sun., March 20– March 25th

Program, in the hall. Everyone 
welcome to attend our annual 
program of poems, songs, dances 
and skits commemorating the 
Annunciation and Greek 
Independence Day.  PTO will 
offer refreshments following the 
program.

Sun., March 6– PTO will be selling Loukoumades during 
coffee hour. Enjoy some with your coffee or take a dozen to 
go! Proceeds to benefit our Greek School. 

Sat., March 26– Greek Independence Day Parade around 
Tremont kicks off at Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church. 
(see flyer on p. 1)  Students who wish to help carry the 
banner, please contact Principal Diamanta Poulos. 

COMING UP…Greek School will be on break during Holy 
Week, April 19 & 21. We will resume on Tue., April 26. 
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The 2011 GOYA Basketball Tournament 
season is officially over and we want to 
thank all our coaches, advisors, chaperones, 
and drivers for helping make it a success! 

St. Demetrios GOYA is now sponsoring a 
Lenten Fundraiser. Collect your spare 
change in our designated container during 
Lent and return it to church before 
Easter. All proceeds will benefit St. 
Demetrios Church. Containers will be 
available after church beginning March 6th.

COMING UP…

Sun., March 6– GOYA meeting

Sat., March 26- Greek Independence Day 
Parade. Come down and help carry our 
banner! 

Fri., April 15 - JOY & GOYA Palm Folding 

Photos: Betty Poulos
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(above) St. Demetrios Junior Boys won 1st Place at the Sts. 
Constantine & Helen tournament on Feb. 13.

(below)  The Senior Boys team at the Annunciation, 
Columbus tournament on Feb. 26

Senior GOYA members receiving icons at their farewell tournament in 
Columbus: (L-R) Michael Kariotakis, Tom Kazanas, Paul Poulos, Jacqueline 
Pyros, Andrew Ripich, Stephen Stamatis, Nick Steffas, Joe Terry.



��������������	�
������
����
��������
�
�����������
�
�����������
�
�����������
�
���

Join us each Wednesday during Lent 

Pre-Sanctified Liturgy at  6 p.m.; Lenten fellowship meal at 7 p.m., and Lecture at 8 p.m.

Date Speaker Topic Dinner Host

March 9          Mother Anna Blessed are the pure of heart, The Makris family
For they shall see God

March 16     Fr. Jim Doukas & Blessed are the meek, St. Demetrios Choir                         
Holy Land slides For they shall inherit the land

March 23        Stacy Loejos Blessed are the merciful, Daughters of Penelope
for they shall obtain mercy

March 30     Angie Giallourakis  Blessed are they who mourn, Bible Study
& Mike Henry for they shall be comforted

April 6     Fr. Nicholas Hughes Blessed are the peacemakers, G.O.Y.A.
for they shall be called the children of God and 
Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after Justice,
for they shall have their fill

April 13     Gerald Largent Blessed are the poor in spirit, St. Panteleimon Orthodox
for theirs is the kingdom of Heaven Christian Outreach

Special Lenten Services
In addition to Sundays’ Divine Liturgies, during Lent the Church offers us many opportunities to nurture our Spiritual Life in 
preparation for Holy Week and the Resurrection. 

Saturdays of the Souls(March 5 & 12, 9:30 a.m.) – the Church sets aside this time to pray for our deceased loved ones.

Clean Monday -1st Day of Lent Compline Service (March 7, 6:00-6:30 p.m.) A short group prayers & hymns to begin Lent.

Pre-Sanctified Liturgies Wednesdays, March 9-April 13, 6:00 p.m. At these beautiful services, Holy Communion is offered on 
this ‘extra’ weekday and may be received by those who have fasted from noon onwards that day. 

Salutations to the Virgin Mary (Fridays, March 11-April 8, 7:00 p.m.) A series of very poetic prayers honoring the Theotokos. 

Those who wish to make floral and other donations during Lent, please call or email the office to decorate any of the following:

~The Icon of the Panagia for the Salutations ( March 18 & April 1still available)

~Daffodils on Holy Cross Sunday (March 27)

~Both the small and large Nymphios Icons for Palm Sunday (April 17)

~The Epitaphio for Good Friday (April 22)

~The Anastasi Icon and Anastasi Banner for Holy Saturday (April 23)

~Chocolates for the children at the Agape Service (April 24)

Those interested should please contact the office. We are also looking for volunteers to: 

~Read at the Friday night Salutations

~Dye the red eggs for Anastasi

~Organize the “Myrrhbearers” for Good Friday

~Read the Gospel  in various foreign languages for the Agape Service



������������	
�����

��
����	���
�����
��

�����
We accept:
Newspapers, catalogs, magazines, school 
papers & notebooks,  phone books, text 
books (if hard cover, just tear off the 
cover before placing in bin) 

Does your business pay to have your 
recycling taken away?  Please consider 
bringing it here! Shredded paper is both 
acceptable and a safe way to protect 
your privacy. 

Please note, we do NOT accept 
cardboard or paper from food packaging. 

Stats:
In 2010, our community recycled 15.29 
tons of paper through the Paper 
Retriever program. Our efforts saved 
45.87 cubic yards of paper from being 
dumped in landfills!  Your individual 
efforts to recycle contributed to this 
incredible result! 

Our Spring Cleaning Goal: 2 to 4 tons 
per month! 

In the spirit of Lent, a time during which the Church encourages the curbing of sinful habits and purging of material goods through 
almsgiving, St. Demetrios Church is spearheading the…

Cartridge World Box in Church OfficeInk Cartridges

Recycle for Churches

www.recycleforchurches.com

Box outside the Zapis 
Activity Center office

Electronics

Paper Retriever 

www.PaperRetriever.com

Green & yellow bin in the 
east parking lot

Paper

In Partnership withWhere to Bring ItemsWhat we Recycle

All through March and April, as you do your ‘spring cleaning’ please consider setting aside recyclable items (see lists below). 
Then, when you come to church for any Pre-Sanctified Liturgy, Salutation or any service all during Holy Week, bring them to be  
recycled at St. Demetrios Church. In addition to helping keep many toxic items out of our landfills, you will also benefit your 
church, since we do receive money from our above partners based on the amount of items recycled each month. 

�	������
���������
We accept(broken or working):

Cell phones or household phones

Laptops & computer TOWERS, 

Ink jet printers, ink & toner cartridges, 

Flat screen computer or TV monitors*

Apple iPods & MP3 players, 

Alarm clocks, 

Digital cameras & all types of video cameras, 

GPS devices & radar detectors,

Kindle or Sony book readers, 

Video game consoles & hand-held game 
systems, 

DVD or VHS players, 

CDs, floppy disks, DVDs, 

PC keyboards & speakers, 

Scanners/copiers, printers, & shredders, 

Appliances** such as stoves, washers, dryers 
(NO appliances with Freon) 

Stats: According to the EPA:
TVs, computers, cell phones and 
other electronics make up about 
2% of the municipal solid waste 
stream. Of the 2.25 million tons 
of electronic products ready for 
end-of-life (EOL) management, 
only 18% (414,000 tons) was 
collected for recycling and 82% 
(1.84 million tons) was disposed 
of, primarily in landfills. Let’s 
change those statistics! 

All electronics will be recycled 
in the USA and all data will be 
securely destroyed with Defense 
Department software or 
shredders. 

*Please note that there is a $5 
charge at drop off for CRT 
Computer monitors (non-flat 
screens). Also for non-flat screen 
TVs, there is a $10 drop off 
charge for 20” or less and $20 
charge for 20” or more. 

** Please contact Nick Hillman 
ahead of time to make 
arrangements.



Nick Hillman,  

Activities 
Director

activitycenternick

@yahoo.com
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DATESTIMEDAYACTIVITY

March 12-268-10 a.m.SaturdaysBaseball Skills*

Feb. 22-Mar. 156:00-7:00 p.m.TuesdaysAdult Golf Lessons

In Session9 p.m.MondaysMen’s Basketball*

March 10-April 147 – 9 p.m.ThursdaysGOYA Open Gym*

In session1-3 p.m. SaturdaysKids’ (5-12) Basketball*

School year11:30 a.m.SundaysKids’ Open Play*

Year round9:30 a.m.-NoonM-FOpen Walk*

In session8:10 a.m.Tue/ FriExercise with Sophia

12

*PLEASE NOTE:   
Anyone wishing to 
take part in anyevents 
scheduled in the Zapis 
Activity Center MUST 
be a member in Good 
Standing of St. 
Demetrios Church for 
the given calendar 
year. This includes all 
adult participants/ 
coaches over the age 
of 18, as well the 
parents of all children 
under the age of 18. 

Half Marathon to Fight Cancer

Parishioners Irene Panagopoulos and Lea 
Georgantas (pictured, left) are raising funds for 
The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS) as  
participants in the Team In Training program, 

running the Cleveland Half Marathon on May 15th, 2011. They are 
running in honor of and in memory of some very special people in
their lives who have battled or are battling various cancers. They 
are looking for people who will support this  fundraising cause.

Anyone interested can follow the link below to donate online 
quickly and securely, and also learn more about their  progress.
You will receive a confirmation of your donation by email and she 
will be notified as soon as you make your donation:  

http://pages.teamintraining.org/noh/cleve11/ ipanagopou

Parishioner Honored as Cross Country Coach of 
the Year

Congratulations to Anjanette Arabian 
Whitman, who was named the Ohio 
Association of Track & Cross Country 
Coaches (OATCCC) Fred Dafler Career 
Girls Cross Country “Coach of the Year” on 
January 28 in a ceremony in Columbus, 
Ohio. Anjanette coaches Magnificat High 
School’s Blue Streaks Cross Country as well 

as Track & Field. 

In nine seasons of coaching, she has led the Blue Streaks to six
district titles, 4 regional championships and three consecutive 
Division I State Championships in Cross Country. In 2009, the 
team took 5th Place at the Nike Cross Country National Meet. 
She has also coached Track and Field for 8 seasons, with the 
2010 team finishing as state runner-ups. 

She has also earned Cross Country Coach of the Year honors 
on five different occasions from the Northeast Ohio Track 
Officials  Association and been named the Cleveland Plain 
Dealer’s Coach of the Year.  AXIA! 

Cleveland Adult Dance Group 

The Inner Circle Dance Group, open to all adults (18 & up) 
from the Cleveland area, will be meeting & rehearsing at St. 
Demetrios on Wed., March 2 at 6:30 p.m. in the hall. Anyone 
who is interested in expanding their knowledge of Greek 
dances, misses performing and wants to have fun while 
exercising is welcome! Upcoming performances include the 
parade and the Lorain International Festival. Contact Eleni 
Papouras-Jenks in the church office for more details. 

Baseball Skills

Three sessions for kids ages 6 
& up who want to learn or 
improve their hitting, 
throwing and fielding. 

Saturdays from 8:00-10:00 
a.m., March 12, 19 & 26

Contact Nick Hillman to sign 
up or for more details. 



AHEPA & Daughters of Penelope
Thomas A. Stamatis AHEPA Chapter 389 & Daughters of 

Penelope, Icarus Chapter 321 Scholarships 

Offering four $500 "Dr. John G. Janas Memorial Scholarships.”
Graduating high school seniors whose parents are members in good
standing of AHEPA/Daughters of Penelope orSt. Demetrios Church are 
eligible to apply.  Applications  available in the church office. 
Submission deadline: April 9, 2011.

AHEPA Buckeye District 11

Available to students entering college or currently in undergraduate 
studies, whose families are active members of AHEPA or Daughters of 
Penelope for at least 3 years. Selected on basis of scholastic 
achievement and financial need. Applications available in the church 
office. Submission deadline: Apr. 15, 2011

National AHEPA Scholarships 
Applications now available online at  www.ahepa.org Submission 

Deadline: Thursday, March 31, 2011.

Dean Nakis Memorial Scholarship
Available to students entering college or continuing undergrad studies, 
whose parents are active members of a Greek Orthodox Church in 
Northeast Ohio. Recipients will be selected on scholastic achievement 
and financial need. Applications available in the church office.
Submission deadline: May 2, 2011. 

Hellenic College/Holy Cross
“Come & See” Scholarship for HC/HC in Brookline, Mass., offers 
80% off of tuition for all incoming students to both schools (undergrad 
and seminary), male or female, for the 2011-12 school year. This 
scholarship will follow the student through their entire 4-year course of 
study provided they maintain a 3.0 GPA and adhere to the code of
conduct. Each student must go through the normal admission process 
and be accepted in order to receive it.

Chrysostom Scholarship Operating in conjunction with the St. John
Chrysostom Oratorical Festival, HC/HC offers to each 1st Place speaker 
from each parishthat participates. 

For more information, contact Gregory Floor, Director of Admissions of 
HC/HC at gfloor@hchc.eduor at 617-850-1285. To download the terms 
and conditions of either scholarship: 
http://hellenic.hchc.edu/hellenic/admissions/new-scholarships-
established.html. 

Faith Scholarship 
Available to teens who wish to attend 

IONIAN VILLAGE
The unique summer camping program in Greece & 

operated by the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
America.

Teen Summer Travel Camp: June 29 – July 18     
Teen Byzantine Venture : July 25 – Aug. 13

Travel across Greece, venerate the relics of saints, 
walk in the footsteps  of the Apostles, and visit 
significant sites of Greek history and culture. At   the 
end of the program, staff and campers return to their 
homes with strengthened faith and appreciation for the 
Church and Greek culture.
Applications available atwww.ionianvillage.org
Submission Deadline:  postmarked by April 1, 2011. 
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Anyone needing a letter of recommendation from Fr. Jim should contact him at least 10 days priorto date you need it. 

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Kohl’s Cares
Nominate “A Kid Who Cares” and Kohl’s will 
recognize more than 2,100 kids this year with :  

-Store (local) winners will receive a $50 Kohl’s Gift 
Card

-Regional winners will receive a $1,000 scholarship 
for post-secondary education

To be eligible, the student must meet the following 
criteria :

-Nominees must be between the ages of 6-18 and not 
yet a high school graduate.

-Their volunteer or service-oriented actions must be 
described in detail and should document efforts above 
& beyond what is expected of something his/her age

-Volunteer efforts must have occurred in the last year

Visit www.kohlkids.comfor official rules and to 
nominate a great kid that you know! Forms are also 
available on the bulletin board at church. Nominations 
accepted until March15, 2011. Nominators must be 21 
or older. 

Cretan Scholarships
The George Varouh Cretan Club of Cleveland is offering 2 
scholarships to students whose families are members of the chapter.  
gvarouhccc.scholarship@gmail.comfor application. 

The Hedwig Varouh Memorial$1,000 Scholarship for high school 
seniors accepted into an accredited college                     
George Varouh Cretan Club Scholarshipfor college students 
continuing their education. 

Heritage Greece
DEREE-The American College of Greece is 
sponsoring a two-week no-costjourney to Greece 
for Greek-American college students on June 8-24, 
2011. Participants will attend courses on Greek 
language and travel to archaeological sites. 20 
Greek-American college students with a GPA of 3.0 
or higher, and who have never been to Greece or 
have not visited in many years will be selected. 
Applications accepted until March 31. Go to
DEREE’s website (www.acg.edu)



AROUND TOWN14

Ukrainian Cathedral Hosts Sunday of Orthodoxy

This year’s Pan-Orthodox celebration of Sunday of Orthodoxy, 
March 13, will take place at 5:00 p.m. at St. Vladimir 
Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral, 5913 State Road, Parma.  

To be listed as “Patron” in the program book at the Pan 
Orthodox Vespers, fill out the form on the right, make check 
payable to “GCCOC” and return it to Sts. Constantine & Helen 
Cathedral, 3352 Mayfield Rd.,Cleveland Hts., OH 44118 no 
later than March 4. 

St. Herman’s In the News

Many of you have read or heard the sad news coming 
from St. Herman’s Monastery and House of Hospitality. I 
share in the sorrow of so many who were served by or 
inspired by this wonderful ministry to the homeless and 
hungry of greater Cleveland.

Abbott Fr. John Henry has led the ministry for decades 
and is to be commended for his dedication to serving “the 
east of my brothers,” in the Lord’s words. Fr. John 
Henry’s task has been incredibly difficult: raising funds, 
caring for sometimes difficult people, organizing 
volunteers, etc. The ministry seems to function more by 
the grace of God than by any normal administrative 
structure, but perhaps that is how God intends it to be. 

On the other hand, amassing hundreds of weapons and 
tens of thousands of rounds of ammunition goes against 
the spirit of this ministry and of Christianity itself. 
Regardless of the thinking that led to this arms collection, 
the safety of those in the Ohio City neighborhood and of 
the volunteers who assist at the Monastery was 
needlessly endangered. I am relieved to hear that the 
weapons have been taken by the Cleveland Police 
Department. Several weeks before the gun issue became 
known., Archbishop Antony of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church, placed Fr. John Henry under canonical sanction, 
meaning that he was prohibited from serving as a priest 
of the Orthodox Church. The reason given was his failure 
to comply with repeated requests from the Ukrainian 
hierarchy for greater transparency in the administration 
and operations of the Monastery and House of 
Hospitality. The Archbishop also disavowed the 
Monastery, while laying out conditions under which both 
Fr. John Henry and the Monastery might be restored to 
their former status. 

The Orthodox clergy of Cleveland are discussing what 
we can do to assist the ministry of St. Herman’s.  We ask 
for two things from you: 1) that you pray for Fr. John 
Henry that God guide him in the right path, and 2) that 
you continue to support ministries to the homeless. We 
cannot ignore the suffering that takes place under our 
noses because of this dark moment in one ministry.   
-Fr. Stephen Callos

Clevelanders to Hear About “Greek-Turkish Dispute 
in the Aegean Sea” 

Sat., March 5, the Hellenic Preservation Society (HPS) will host its 
spring meeting at 2:00 p.m. at the Gemini Center, Fairview Park 
Recreation, 21225 Lorain Avenue. Guest speaker is Dr. Theodore C. 
Kariotis, Professor of Economics, University of Maryland. Dr. 
Kariotis has also written books and articles on the “Exclusive 
Economic Zone.” He was also a member of the delegation of Greece
to the UN Conference on the Law of the Sea and will speak on the
current dispute over oil and mineral rights in the Aegean seabed.  
After the talk,  there will time for discussion and HPS will serve 
refreshments. 

Fellowship for Area College Students 
This spring, the local OCF (Orthodox Christian Fellowship) chapters 
will hold several joint events, bringing together college students from 
CWRU, John Carroll, CSU, B-W, Tri-C and all other colleges in 
northeast Ohio.
Sat., March 5 – 10:30 a.m., all schools invited for a pre-Lent 
breakfast social at Panera, 7337 Broadview Rd., Seven Hills. Come 
hungry!
Fri., March 11- 10:30 p.m. Cosmic Bowling at Seven Hills Lanes, 
7270 Broadview Road.
Sat., April 2- 10 a.m. Lenten Retreat with Liturgy, speakers & open 
discussion, and lunch, at Monastery Marcha, 5095 Broadview Rd, 
Richfield. 
Those interested in more details on the above events, can find contact 
information on OCF on p. 2 of The Epistle. 

Eastern Orthodox Women’s Guild Retreat
On Sat., March 26, the Eastern Orthodox Women’s Guild of Greater 
Cleveland invites all Orthodox women to join them for a program on 
“Our Lenten Journey.”  This free program will take place at  St.
Nicholas Orthodox Church, 9650 Johnnycake Ridge Rd., in Mentor, 
at 11:30 a.m. with speaker will be Fr. Andrew Clements. Contact 
Josephine Vuich at 216-676-4186 for carpool information. Annual 
dues for the EOWG is just $5.

Cleveland POPS Orchestra  Showcases STIGMA
Sat., April 9, Cleveland POPS Orchestra and STIGMA Greek Band 
will join up for a concert entitled “Lands of Romance.” The concert, 
which will be at Severance Hall, will feature music from Greece,
Italy, France and Spain. Look for ticket info in upcoming bulletins.

Sunday of Orthodoxy 2011 Patron Donation

Name:____________________________________________

E-mail: ___________________________________________

Parish Name: ___St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church

Amount: ___________________________________________



15GOA Announcing Federal Suit 
Against Port Authority of NY and NJ

NEW YORK – On February 14, 2011, St. Nicholas 
Church and the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
America filed a lawsuit in Federal District Court in 
Manhattan against the Port Authority of New York 
and New Jersey  in order to foster the rebuilding at 
Ground Zero of the only house of worship destroyed 
by the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001. The 
Parish and the Archdiocese would have preferred to 
rebuild the Church without litigation. However, they 
have been unable to do so since the Port Authority 
renounced a long-standing agreement with the 
Church to rebuild at Ground Zero, seized the 
Church’s land, barred the Church from access to it, 
and has refused to talk or meet with the Church or 
the Archdiocese. 

While the Port Authority has claimed publicly that it 
is currently in discussions with the Archdiocese in 
order to foster the rebuilding effort, in fact, in March 
of 2009 it summarily disavowed its agreement with 
the Archdiocese to rebuild St. Nicholas at 130 
Liberty Street, a site chosen by the Port Authority, 
which is adjacent to the original location. Since that 
time, the Port Authority has rebuffed all efforts by 
the Church to work with it regarding the rebuilding.

AROUND THE WORLD
New AHEPA Chapter in Istanbul

The American Hellenic Educational Progressive 
Association (AHEPA) will establish a chapter in 
Istanbul, Turkey, announced Supreme President 
Nicholas A. Karacostas. 

"We are excited that the Hellenic community in 
Istanbul petitioned our Supreme Lodge to charter a 
chapter," Karacostas said. "We believe it speaks 
volumes about the community's desire to connect 
with Hellenes abroad, and we are proud our mission, 
which is rooted in community service and 
volunteerism, resonated with them. This is a 
landmark moment in our organization's history and 
really for the entire community." 

According to Supreme President Karacostas, the 
Supreme Lodge received a petition to charter an 
AHEPA chapter from 11 individuals. A final 
approval of the petition will occur at the next 
Supreme Lodge meeting on March 4, 2011. 

"AHEPA is growing internationally thanks in part to 
social media," said Karacostas,  adding that the 
establishment of the Istanbul Chapter comes soon 
after the establishment of an AHEPA District 
(comprised of at least three chapters) in Cyprus and 
the reactivation of a chapter in Puerto Rico.

AROUND THE COUNTRY

Chicago Celebrates Greek Culture in March

This month, as Greeks celebrate Independence Day, Chicago’s National 
Hellenic Museum is promoting two events celebrating Greek Culture.

Passport to the World: Greeceat Chicago's Children Museum at Navy 
Pier, 700 East Grand Ave.,Chicago, IL. Kids will learn about the Greek 
influence in our World today at this annual event showcasing Greek 
culture with performances, crafts, food sampling and workshops on Sat., 
Mar. 5 & Sun.,  Mar. 6,  12 -4 p.m. 

“Le Maria,” an original play based on the life of Maria Callas, is being 
presented at Maxim’s, at the Nancy Goldberg International Center, 24 
E. Goethe St., Chicago IL, on Fri., March 31 at  8 p.m.  The play is 
written and performed by Dr. Maria Boundas Bakalis, based on the 
words and writing of Maria Callas and interwoven with excerpts from 
her recordings. Tickets are $75.00 per person (includes performance, 
champagne & dessert)  

Contact the National Hellenic Museum at 312- 655-1234 for more 
information on either of these events. 

Secretary of State Responds to Archbishop’s Letter on 
Religious Freedom Violations  

WASHINGTON - Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton sent a 
letter to Archbishop Demetrios on Feb.1, 2011, responding to His
Eminence’s letter expressing concerns about the “disturbing and 
painful” event which happened on Christmas Day 2010 in the small
church of Saint Synesios in the town of Rizokarpaso in the northern 
Turkish occupied territory of Cyprus. Following is the text of the letter:

Your Eminence:
Thank you for your letter regarding the incident on Christmas day in
Rizokarpaso. I appreciate your reaching out to me and, as always, value 
your insights.
As you know, protecting and promoting religious freedom worldwide is 
a priority of this Administration, and we take incidents such as the one 
at Saint Synesios very seriously. This incident is especially unfortunate 
given the need for all sides to foster a positive and conciliatory
bicommunal atmosphere in Cyprus in the context of the ongoing efforts 
to reunify the island. Our embassies in Nicosia and Ankara have 
conveyed our deep concern to the appropriate parties, and my Assistant 
Secretary for European and Eurasian Affairs, Philip Gordon, discussed 
the issue with President Christofias and Mr. Eroglu during his recent 
visit to Cyprus. We have strongly conveyed our position that all efforts 
should be made to ensure this does not happen again. Our embassy in 
Nicosia will remain in contact with religious leaders on the island and 
with the Greek and Turkish Cypriots regarding this and other questions 
of religious freedom.
Thank you again for raising your concerns with me. I also want to thank 
you for your kind wishes to me and my family, and extend to you and the 
Church my best wishes for the coming year.
Sincerely yours, Hillary Rodham Clinton

In related news, the White House has announced the President’s intent 
to appoint Archbishop Demetrios of America as a member of the  
Advisory Council on Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships.
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On March 25th, nine months prior to the Nativity of our Lord, 
the Church commemorates the Annunciation, when the 
Archangel announced to the Virgin Mary that she would bear 
the Son of God. The event took place in her hometown of 
Nazareth and even today, pilgrims can visit the site. 

Modern  Nazareth (right) is a hilly, mid-size town, with some 
of the bustle but with few people than Jerusalem, and I found it
very relaxing after visiting the larger metropolis. On my visit in 
2000, I stayed in a lovely little pension with an enclosed 
courtyard but with balconies in the rooms overlooking the 
skyline, which is dominated by the Catholic Cathedral of the 
Annunciation. This sanctuary is very large with a courtyard 
displaying some very striking icons of the Madonna and Child 
sent from countries all over the world (pictured, right.) 

But for those who wish to visit the true site of the 
Annunciation, they must find the tiny Armenian Church  with a 
grotto inside (pictured,  below),   where tradition holds the 
Archangel Gabriel spoke to Mary (see reading below.) The tiny 
sanctuary is right in the middle of a busy downtown square, 
surrounded by kiosks and children playing soccer.  But inside it
is cool, dark and peaceful, with a mosaic mural and inscription 
above the grotto.  Although not as grandiose as the cathedral 
that most people visit, for me the truth of the site was obvious
in its humbleness and one of the highlights of my Holy Land 
trip. –Eleni Papouras-Jenks
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Six months after John the Forerunner's conception, the 
Archangel Gabriel was sent by God to Nazareth, a town of 
Galilee, unto Mary the Virgin, who had come forth from the 
Temple a mature maiden. According to the tradition of the 
Church, the Theotokos was brought to the Temple at three years 
of age, where she was consecrated to God and spent her days 
until she was fourteen or fifteen years old; and then, as a mature 
maiden, by the common counsel of the priests (since her parents 
had reposed some three years before), she was betrothed to 
Joseph.

According to the tradition handed down by the Fathers, she had 
been betrothed to Joseph four months. On coming to Joseph's 
house, the Archangel declared: "Rejoice, thou Full of Grace, the
Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women." 

After some consideration, and turmoil of soul, and fear because 
of this greeting, the Virgin, when she had finally obtained full
assurance concerning God's unsearchable condescension and

the ineffable dispensation that was to take place through her, 
and believing that all things are possible to the Most High, 
answered in humility: "Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be 
it unto me according to thy word." And at this, the Holy Spirit 
came upon her, and the power of the Most high over-
shadowed her all-blameless womb, and the Son and Word of 
God, Who existed before the ages, was conceived past speech 
and understanding, and became flesh in her immaculate body 
(Luke 1:26-38).

Bearing in her womb the Uncontainable One, the blessed 
Virgin went with haste from Nazareth to the hill country of 
Judea, where Zacharias had his dwelling; for she desired to 
find Elizabeth her kinswoman and rejoice together with her, 
because, as she had learned from the Archangel, Elizabeth 
had conceived in her old age. Furthermore, she wished to tell 
her of the great things that the Mighty One had been well-
pleased to bring to pass in her, and she greeted Elizabeth and 
drew nigh to her. When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, she 
felt her six-month-old babe, Saint John the Baptist, 
prophesied of the dawning of the spiritual Sun. Immediately, 
the aged Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and 
recognized her as the Mother of her Lord, and with a great 
voice blessed her and the Fruit that she held within herself. 
The Virgin also, moved by a supernatural rejoicing in the 
spirit, glorified her God and Savior, saying: "My soul doth 
magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my
Saviour," and the rest, as the divine Luke hath recorded. 
(1:39-55)  (source: www.goarch.org) 

(below & right) Altar & entry to 
the grotto in the Annunciation 
(Armenian) Church 

l-r : Icons 
from 
Japan, 
Argentina, 
India & 
Greece
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Catavolos Funeral Home

George P. Catavolos
216-226-2200

Now Affiliated with  

Craciun Berry 23040 Center Ridge Rd.     

Funeral Home Westlake, OH 44145

(across the street from St. Demetrios)

Office: 216-373-1476                       
Fax: 440-348-2302                      
Mobile: 440-653-1947

Email: mike@vakosagency.com

www.farmersagent.com/vakos

16920 Detroit Ave., Unit 1    
Lakewood, OH 44107

Metro Disposal - Cleveland

tel: 1-866-797-9018
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Call 440-331-2246 x2 to place your ad and support St. Demetrios Church!
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Greek Orthodox Community of St. Demetrios

22909 Center Ridge Road

Rocky River Ohio 44116

Built in Faith, Sustained by Love
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NOW WITH FUNERAL HOME CLOSE 
TO ST. DEMETRIOS

(216) 398-1010

George’s Kitchen 
Family Restaurant

13101 Triskett Road

“Home Cooked Meals” and Take-out orders

Phone: 216-671-0430


